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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6, 10 and 17-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bongfeldt et al. (US 2004/00971 89) in view of Vilhonen (US 2003/0053569). 

Regarding claims 1, 4 and 5, Bongfeldt discloses an apparatus for monitoring one or 
more supported systems using a wireless device with respect to which the wireless device is in an 
idle mode while the wireless device is in a connected mode with respect to another supported 
system (due to switching of diplexer 72), the apparatus including: an air (wireless) interface from 
port 64; and a circuit, the circuit including a connection to the air interface, and a plurality of 
connections to the access means, the circuit providing a low attenuation between the air interface 
connection and a connection of the plurality of connections to the access means associated with a 
supported system with respect to which the wireless device is in a connected mode, the circuit 
further including means for setting the circuit to at least two states (by uplink and downlink AGC 
control 74 and 82, wherein each of the at least two states provides a different attenuation 
between the air interface connection and one of the plurality of connections to the access means. 
See FIG. 4 and paragraphs [0067] and [0073]. 

i 

Bongfeldt fails to disclose that the access means includes at least two access means 
associated with the at least two supported telecommunications systems for providing the wireless 
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device with access to the at least two supported systems wherein the at least two systems 
comprise a GSM system and a WCDMA system, 

In an analogous art, Vilhonen discloses a telecommunications apparatus which includes 
two access means for WCDMA and GSM systems and a common AGC control for each system. 
See paragraph [0053], lines 1-9 and paragraph [0063], lines 1-6. It would have been obvious to 

« 

one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the monitoring 
apparatus of Bongfeldt by associating the access means with WCDMA and GSM systems, as 
taught by Vilhonen, so that the advantages of gain control can be applied to a device that 
supports these popular existing systems and allow a user to these advantages of gain control on a 
single device that supports both wideband and narrowband telecommunications systems. 

Regarding claim 2, Bongfeldt discloses that the circuit further attenuates a transmit signal 
present on the connection to the access means associated with the system that is in a connected 
state and the air interface to a receiver of a system of the at least two systems that is in an idle 
state (when the diplexer is switched to the transmit circuitry), wherein the system of the system 
that is in an idle state monitors the air interface. See paragraphs [0077] -[0080]. 

Regarding claim 3, Bongfeldt discloses that the circuit further provides a low attenuation 
between the air interface connection and a connection to a receiver of a system of the system that 
is in an idle state. See paragraphs [0073] - [0077]. 

Regarding claim 6, Bongfeldt discloses that the circuit further includes a diplexer 72, and 
wherein the setting means comprises a switch 96. 
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Regarding claim 10, Bongfeldt discloses that the system that is in a connected state 
controls the circuit (the uplink or downlink circuit is controlled by the respective gain control 
paths). See paragraph [0010]. 

Regarding claims 17 and 21, Bongfeldt discloses a method for monitoring a 
telecommunications system with respect to which a wireless device is in an idle mode while the 
wireless device is in a connected mode with respect to another telecommunications system 
including providing a circuit having an air interface connection, and setting the circuit to one of 
at least two states, wherein each state provides a different attenuation between the air interface 
connection and one of the connections. 

Bongfeldt fails to disclose that the access means includes at least two access means 
associated with the at least two supported telecommunications systems for providing the wireless 
device with access to the at least two supported systems wherein the at least two systems 
comprise a GSM system and a WCDMA system, 

In an analogous art, Vilhonen discloses a telecommunications apparatus which includes 
two access means for WCDMA and GSM systems and a common AGC control for each system., 
See paragraph [0053], lines 1-9 and paragraph [0063], lines 1-6. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the monitoring 
apparatus of Bongfeldt by associating the access means with WCDMA and GSM systems, as 
taught by Vilhonen, so that the advantages of gain control can be applied to a device that 
supports these popular existing systems and allow a user to these advantages of gain control on a 
single device that supports both wideband and narrowband telecommunications systems. 
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Regarding claim 18, Bongfeldt discloses that the circuit provides a low attenuation 
between the air interface connection and a connection to the access means associated with a 
system of the system with respect to which the wireless device is in a connected state. See 
paragraphs [0073] and [0077]. 

Regarding claim 19, Bongfeldt discloses that the circuit provides a low attenuation 

* 

between the air interface connection and a connection to a receiver of a system of the system 
with respect to which the wireless device is in an idle mode. See paragraphs [0073] and [0077]. 

Regarding claim 20, Bongfeldt discloses that the circuit attenuates a transmit signal from 
the system in a connected mode to a receiver of a system of the at least two systems with respect 
to which the wireless device is in an idle mode. See paragraphs [0077] - [0080]. 

Regarding claim 22, Bongfeldt discloses that a receiver associated with the WCDMA 
system includes automatic gain control (AGC), and wherein the method further includes 
changing a characteristic of the receiver when the wireless device is in a connected state with 
respect to the GSM system. See paragraphs [0073] - [0077]. 

Regarding claim 23, Bongfeldt discloses the step of monitoring the telecommunications 
system while communicating via a second one of the at least two telecommunications systems. 
See paragraph [0075], lines 10-17. 

Regarding claim 24, Bongfeldt discloses the step of controlling the circuit by a system 
which is in a connected state(the uplink or downlink circuit is controlled by the respective gain 
control paths). See paragraph [0010]. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 7-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

4. Claims 1 1-16 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
prior art fails to disclose an apparatus for monitoring supported systems, including a setting 
means which sets the circuit to a first state in which the circuit provides a low attenuation 
between the air interface connection and a connection to a receiver/transmitter of the WCDMA 
system, and a low attenuation between the air interface connection and a connection to a receiver 
of the GSM system, and a second state in which the circuit has a low attenuation between the air 
interface connection and a connection to a transmitter of the GSM system in combination with 
the other elements of claims 7 and 1 i . 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Frank (US 6,774,857) discloses an apparatus including a switch that toggles between 
WCDMA and GSM mode. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sam Bhattacharya whose telephone number is (571) 272-7917. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Weekdays, 9-6, with first Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can* be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

+ 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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